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Such an interrogation leads, on the one hand, to the more
remote causes of the phantasy in the distant past, and, on
the other, to the substantiation of the instinctive forces
which, from the ener^ic standpoint, must be made account-
able for the existence of the phantasy. As is well known,
Freud has made a specially intensive elaboration of this
method. It is this method of interpretation to which I
have applied the term reductive, The justification of a
reductive view is immediately visible ; it is also thoroughly
intelligible that this method of interpreting psychological
realities contains something which for a certain tempera-
ment is sufficiently satisfying to obviate any further claims
for deeper understanding, If a man has uttered a cry for
help, such a fact is adequately and satisfactorily explained
when it is shown that the man in question was in instant
clanger of life, If a man dreams of a lavishly-spread table,
and it is shown that he went to bed hungry, a satisfactory
explanation of his dream is provided, Or supposing a man
who has repressed his sexuality, in the manner of a medieval
saint, has sexual phantasies, this fact is sufficiently explained
by a reduction to his repressed sexuality.
If, however, we were to explain the vision of St Peter
by dwelling upon the fact that he, "being an-htmgercd",
had received an invitation from the unconscious to eat
animals that were "unclean", or that the eating of the
unclean beasts merely signified the fulfilment of a forbidden
desire—with such an explanation we would still go empty
away. Neither would our demand find any fuller satis-
faction if, for instance, we were to trace the vision of Saul
to his repressed envy of the r&le played by Christ among
his fellow-countrymen which brought about his identifica-
tion with Christ, Both explanations may contain some
glimmering of truth, yet they stand in no sort of relation
to the real psychology of the two apostles, conditioned
as this was by the history and atmosphere of that time,

